
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In astrology, those born from 
March 1–20 are Pisces’ Fish. 
Pisces are incredibly sensitive 
and empathetic. They often tap 
into their boundless imaginations 
and dreamy attitudes to become 
accomplished artists. Those born 
from March 21–31 are Aries’ 
Rams. Rams are headstrong, 
charging forward into adventures 
with confidence and ambition. 
Aries’ charisma and confidence 
make them effective leaders. 

Lupita Nyong’o – March 1, 1983 
Dr. Seuss – March 2, 1904 
Rob Reiner – March 6, 1947 
Lester Holt – March 8, 1959 
Chuck Norris – March 10, 1940 
Simone Biles – March 14, 1997 
Nat King Cole – March 17, 1919 
Vanessa Williams – March 18, 1963 
Spike Lee – March 20, 1957 
Chaka Khan – March 23, 1953 
Aretha Franklin – March 25, 1942 
Mariah Carey – March 27, 1970 
Eric Clapton – March 30, 1945 
 

Joanna  Aloisio……….March 11th 

Maureen Syron……….March 12th 

Geraldine Walz……….March 19th 

Mary Sansano………. March 21st 

Larry Clementi……….March 26th 

 
Happy 100th Birthday 

 
Dolores Benzee………March 17th  

 

March 10 is Harriet Tubman  
Day, a day to honor the legacy  
of the famed abolitionist and 
social activist. Tubman embodies 
the ideals that shape America: 
freedom, courage, leadership, 
and justice.  
 
Born into slavery, Tubman 
escaped to the North in 1849 and 
became a “conductor” on the 
Underground Railroad. With a 
$40,000 bounty on her head, 
Tubman made 13 missions to  
free 70 enslaved people. Her 
extensive knowledge of the South 

made her an invaluable asset to 
the Union army during the Civil 
War. She became a spy and 
scout, often donning disguises  
to infiltrate Confederate 
strongholds. She provided vital 
information about supply routes 
and troop movements to Union 
commanders. Tubman even 
became a Union militia leader, 
leading an attack against 
Confederates in South Carolina. 
It took decades for her to receive 
recognition for her military 
service, but she was finally 
awarded a pension in 1899. 
 

Notable 
Quotable 

 
“There are two 
things I’ve got a 

right to, and 
these are, Death 
or Liberty—one 

or the other I 
mean to have.” 

 
~ Harriet 
Tubman, 
American 
abolitionist 
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March 
 

Women’s History 
Month 

 
International 
Mirth Month 

 
Dr. Seuss Day 

March 2 
 

Purim Begins 
March 6 

 
95th Academy 

Awards 
March 12 

 
St. Patrick’s Day 

March 17 
 
Wellderly Week 

March 20–24 
 

Nowruz Begins 
March 21 

 
Ramadan Begins 

March 22 
 

American 
Crossword 

Puzzles Week 
March 31–April 2 

 

Bristol Village is celebrating Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday on March 2nd with a “Cat In The 
Hat” party. The Cat In The Hat is one of 
Seuss’s most popular books, published in 
1957, features a mischievous cat and 
Thing One and Thing Two.  

Theodor Seuss Geisel, better known by 
his pen name Dr. Seuss, was a writer and 
cartoonist who published over 60 books. 
He published his first children's book, And 
to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street, 
under the name of Dr. Seuss in 1937. Next 
came a string of bestsellers, including The 
Cat in the Hat and Green Eggs and Ham. 
His rhymes and characters are beloved by 
generations of fans. 

Geisel was born on March 2, 1904, in 
Springfield, Massachusetts. His father, 
Theodor Robert Geisel, was a successful 
brewmaster; his mother was Henrietta 
Seuss Geisel. 

At age 18, Geisel left home to 
attend Dartmouth College, where he 
became the editor in chief of its humor 
magazine, Jack-O-Lantern. When Geisel 
and his friends were caught drinking in his 
dorm room one night, in violation 
of Prohibition law, he was kicked off the 
magazine staff, but continued to contribute 
to it using the pseudonym "Seuss." 

After graduating from Dartmouth, Geisel 
attended the University of Oxford in 
England, with plans to eventually become 
a professor. In 1927, he dropped out of 
Oxford. 

At the start of World War II, Geisel began 
contributing weekly political cartoons to 
the liberal publication PM Magazine. In 

 1942, too old for the World War II draft, 
Geisel served with Frank Capra's Signal 
Corps, making animated training films and 
drawing propaganda posters for the 
Treasury Department and the War 
Production Board. 

Following the war, Geisel and wife Helen 
purchased an old observation tower in La 
Jolla, California, where he would write for 
at least eight hours a day, taking breaks to 
tend his garden. His first book, And to 
Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street, 
was rejected 27 times before it was finally 
published by Vanguard Press in 1937. In 
1954, Geisel published this comic classic, 
which teaches kindness and perseverance 
from Horton the elephant, features the 
famous line “a person’s a person, no 
matter how small.” A major turning point in 
Geisel's career came when, in response to 
a 1954 LIFE magazine article that 
criticized children's reading levels, 
Houghton Mifflin and Random House 
asked him to write a children's primer 
using 220 vocabulary words. Seuss is 
credited with more than 60 books such as 
Hop on Pop, The Lorax and Horton Hears 
a Who.   

Seuess’s last book, Oh The Places You’ll 
Go, was published in 1990, the year 
before Geisel's death, this book is the 
classic sendoff for kids of all ages, from 
kindergarteners to college students. Dr. 
Seuss teaches readers that success is 
within you, illustrating life’s inevitable highs 
and lows. Geisel won numerous awards 
for his work, including the 1984 Pulitzer 
Prize, an Academy Award, three Emmys 
and three Grammys. 

Geisel died on September 24, 1991, at the 
age of 87, in La Jolla, California. 

https://home.dartmouth.edu/
https://www.history.com/topics/roaring-twenties/prohibition
http://www.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history


                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ruth Handler watched her 
daughter ignore baby dolls  
in favor of playing with paper  
dolls of adult women. Handler 
realized that some young girls 
did not want to play mother to 
babies, but rather they wanted 
to use their imaginations to 
envision their futures as adults 
through play. Handler’s solution 
was to introduce a new doll to 
the market. On March 9, 1959, 
Barbie made her debut at the 
American Toy Fair in New York 
City, and her popularity has 
endured for nearly 65 years. 
 
Handler based her design, a 
slim 11-inch-tall woman with 
wavy blonde hair and a full 
feminine figure, on a German 
doll named Lilli. Lilli was first 
introduced not as a doll for 
German girls, but as a bold  
and quick-witted woman in a 
newspaper comic strip geared 
toward men. Lilli’s popularity 
grew so much that she became 
a toy for children. 

Handler discovered Lilli on a 
visit to Germany. She brought 
the doll home, made a few 
changes, and named her 
Barbie after her own daughter 
Barbara. Handler, founder of 
the Mattel toy company, utilized 
a sponsorship deal she had 
signed with The Mickey Mouse 
Club to advertise the doll on 
television to children. In its first 
year on the market, 300,000 
Barbie dolls were sold. 
 
As popular as Barbie has  
been, though, she has  
always generated plenty of 
controversy. Barbie’s careers 
as an executive and astronaut 
were viewed as challenging 
women’s traditional roles. Her 
unrealistic figure (a holdover 
from the Lilli age) has been 
criticized as perpetuating 
negative body images for  
young girls. Regardless,  
Barbie has weathered these 
storms, bringing in one billion 
dollars for Mattel each year. 
 

On March 12, people will turn 
their clocks one hour forward for 
the start of daylight saving time 
(DST). In 1784, Ben Franklin 
published a satirical essay 
suggesting that clocks move 
forward an hour in spring and 
fall back again in the fall, but the 
notion was not taken seriously 
in America until World War I 
when the first clock adjustment 
was made to conserve energy.  
 
Each year, opponents of DST 
argue that the time change has 
serious negative impacts on 

health. Sleep deprivation  
and “circadian misalignment,” 
the mismatch between our 
biological rhythms and the 
natural light cycle, may increase 
levels of the stress hormone 
cortisol in our bodies, leading to  
a slew of health problems like 
strokes, heart attacks, obesity, 
diabetes, and seasonal 
depression. One year ago,  
the U.S. Senate passed the 
Sunshine Protection Act, making 
DST permanent. The House  
of Representatives has yet to 
vote on the matter. 
 

Original Barbie dolls in 
mint condition are 

worth $25,000. 

Hawaii and Arizona 
 do not practice 

daylight saving time 
but are on permanent 

standard time. 
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